Clauraila E from the roots of Clausena harmandiana and antifungal activity against Pythium insidiosum.
A new carbazole alkaloid named clauraila E (1) together with 8 known compounds were isolated from the methanol extract of the roots of Clausena harmandiana. All compounds were evaluated for antifungal activity against Pythium insidiosum using disc diffusion assay. Pythium insidiosum is a fungus-like microorganism, for which antifungals available now are not effective. It was found that compounds 3, 6, 7 and 9 could inhibit the mycelia growth of P. insidiosum. The results show convincingly that they may be lead to compounds for the development of probiotic or novel antifungal drugs.